Dedication Speech for “Blocked Out” by Professor John T. Young, Chair, Sculpture and Public Art Program, June 2005.

I’d like to explain a bit about the meaning behind this work to this special audience, and I’m hoping that each of you will help to convey its meaning to others. There were two main sources of inspiration behind this work: a desire to confront racism and oppression, and at the same time, a desire to celebrate cultural diversity at our wonderful institution. The students worked long and hard at coming up with the best ways to accomplish this task, and the design phase was contentious and not easy. 

   The block you see here refers to auction blocks, and in particular, to an image found by the students of a Filipino native exhibited on a block at the 1909 Alaska-Yukon Exposition held here on this campus. Back then this barefooted man was a curiosity, an artifact from an alien culture. It was a disturbing and provocative image to the students, and the block gently refers to that history. But as you can see, it has been turned into a podium, a speakers box to celebrate free speech. It has been turned into something positive.

  The waves in the earth are shock waves or sound waves emanating from the story of this block or the voice of the speaker on the block. The force that created these waves was profound; so strong in fact that it cracked the block’s foundation, hence the cracks that you see here.

  The waves ripple towards the multi-colored stone wall. This wall contains a bench and it invites you to sit inside. This wall is in the shape of a giant ear, listening to the history of the block, and also creating a gathering place to listen to each other, to converse, to picnic, to be together. This part of the work is hopeful and also positive, and provides a solution; come in, please listen, let’s communicate, let’s try to understand each other. For those of you wondering, that mound is the ear lobe. There are many colors of stones in that ear, representing the voices of all cultures, races, religions, creeds and peoples.

  The miraculous part of this is that the students came up with these ideas and then built the entire project in 10 weeks time! Under budget too!

  Now I want to tell you what I have learned from this: a good way to learn about people who are different from you is to sit down at the table and simply talk with each other; an even better way is to sit down, talk, and share a meal together; but the best way to learn about people who are different from you is to design and then build something big together in a compressed timeframe, and that’s just what we did here. 

   In this kind of environment one learns by sharing sweat, by lifting heavy bags of mortar, by kneeling in a tight group all day on the hard stone floor setting stones, by creating things together that one person could not do alone. And sometimes you learn the most intimate details: for example one of my students was boasting that he could identify every girl in the class by her perfume; one of the girls was saying she knew which guy wore boxers and which wore jockeys (and these were based solely on site work, not any extra curricular activities)! When you create a human conveyor belt to offload four tons of mortar bags one learns such things. And one learns that none of us are so different after all. Most of us sweat, and most wear underwear, and most like to work hard for a common goal.

   This project involved so many people and departments, and I’d like to now thank them, and then introduce the students to you. 

   My first job in every design/build course is to put together a Professional Advisory Committee that would help guide the course and help select the final design. This particular committee was comprised of some of the brightest folks at the university and in our community in areas related to design and cultural diversity:

I wish to thank:

Dr. Nancy "Rusty" Barceló, Vice President and Vice Provost for Diversity

Professor Rick Bonus, American Ethnic Studies

Zhi Lin, Associate Professor, Painting and Drawing

Kian Pornour, Co-Owner , The Woolly Mammoth Inc.

Bill Talley, Campus Landscape Architect

Very special thanks to three of the administrative initiators of this project:

Gail Dubrow, Associate Dean for Academic Programs, Graduate School, 

Dr. Debra Friedman, University of Washington Development

Kurt Kiefer, Campus Art Administrator, who not only helped get this project going, but also spent weeks on his knees showing the students how to make this ear and lay all these stones. 

Another job was to put together a faculty and staff team that would enable the students to design and build an effective work of art in this short time frame. The role of this group is extremely challenging because we want the students to develop a sophisticated design on their own, and at the same time use our expertise and experience when necessary to gently nudge the students in the best directions. We also must guide them in terms of safe construction practices during the build phase. And we must set an example of professional collaborative teamwork. Since this work is permanent, for the art historians so to speak, there could be no mistakes. I have to pat myself on the back on this one because I struck a home run with this team, the best design/build team to date. I want to thank:

Mitch Balintos, Teaching Assistant

Gloria Bornstein, Distinguished Visiting Artist, whose great insights helped us during the design phase

Mike Magrath, Affiliate Instructor, who like Kurt put his heart, soul, and his entire schedule into this project. Mike you can have your life back now, my great friend and colleague.

Alex Montgomery, Sculpture and Public Art Technician

Ken Rogers, Supervisor, Maintenance Division, who knows how to make things happen around here.

   This team was truly dedicated, committed, and generous.

And of course this project would not have been possible without internal institutional support from the following offices and departments:

Office of the President

Development and Alumni Relations

Office of Minority Affairs

The Campus Public Art Committee

The Campus Landscape Committee

Office of Undergraduate Education

The Graduate School

Intercollegiate Athletics

Facilities Services

College of Arts and Sciences

School of Art

Now I’d like all the students to come forward together and I’ll introduce them:

The student initiators of this project were Jaebadiah Gardner and Sumona Das Gupta. Students please wave so people know who you are.

The team of hard workers included:

Catherine Anderson 

Lauren Antolin 

Monique Cheung 

Nathan Gong 

Michio Imanaka

Desiree’ Miller 

Anthony Rivisto 

Shelton Sampson 

Michael Schulze-Oechtering

Toka Valu

Chris Watt

Megan Wilbert 

I’d like to acknowledge the extraordinary efforts of the following students, especially during the construction phase. These students put in numerous extra hours and took on extra responsibilities to make sure this project got built right. Our All Star Team of constructors for this 2005 Design/Build is:

Eleanor Beerman 

Sujot  Kaur

Sarah Corrado 

Amanda Goodsell

Zachary Lewis 

Amy Moosman 

Christopher Zweigle 

Catherine Tomlinson 

with special recognition of our advanced students

Mike Green

Brandis Svendsen

Zenaida Olivas

That is the team.

Now there is one student I haven’t mentioned yet. Every year the faculty gets together and picks the student who in our eyes gave the project his or her passion. The student who was ALWAYS early to class by over a half hour (this is nothing short of a miracle since our class started at 830 AM); the student who stayed til 7pm when everyone else left at 5. The student who contributed 110% everyday during both the design phase and the build phase. Who was a true collaborator and also a leader. Who knew how to speak her mind and yet be a team player at every moment. This person is our MVP…. Our Most valuable player. Every early morning I looked forward to seeing her always positive and sincere face. This year this student is Erin Williams. Erin please take a bow. This young woman knows how to get all aspects of the job done.

In closing I’d like to echo one of our Distinguished Guest Lecturers this quarter, American Indian Contemporary Artist, James Luna. James participated in our class as a critic too. He is the artist selected  to represent the United States at the most prestigious exhibition of this year, the Venice Bienale. When I look at this multi stone ear, I hear the words he said to my students:

“ There is no melting pot; but we can live together in harmony.”

